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;70  Port-uu-?riac<# ♦ Haiti 
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.In  Octoi5t»r  lyo2 
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;S0,  I3A  (Capt  ^«ill) 

'asd  23  iX! 

Thtt  ioXlovi&g  Inionuttloa  r9gardlng  ao  uniden tijfiad  flying 
o'ojact  JigdtlDg  ardicd  occurred  in  the  area  of  Port-au«.;^inc9  ^ 
'laiti  on  30  August  1963  la  forwarded  in  response  to  a talepdone 
request  by  Major  3art,  3A?OI.  A copy  of  the  report  oi  the  aight- 
.tag  la  attached  for  your  inf orsatioa. 


3»  It  la  the  opinion  of  7TD  that  the  object  vieesd  by  the  witness 
la  this  sighting  was  the  planet  Venus*  At  the  tiae  reported  for 
the  beginning  of  the  U70  sighting^  Venus  had  a right  aacenalou 
oi  13  houra  32  minutes  24  seconds  and  a declination  of  ~10  degrees 
'24  minutes  03  seconds*  This  location  of  the  planet  70uld  have 
caused  its  position,  as  viewed  from  Port-au-Prince,  to  coincide 
closely  vith  that  reported  for  the  OK)* 

3*  The  witness  reported  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  move  the 
telescope  for  approximately  10  minutes  while  observing  the  object* 
The  apparent  angular  rate  of  motion  of  tne  planet  is  approximately 
2*5  degrees  in  10  minutes  and  as  it  nears  the  horizon  ataospneric 
refraction  probably  reduces  this  rate  slightly*  As  best  as  can 
be  determined  from  the  report,  the  optical  equipment  used  by  the 
witness  has  a field  of  view  of  approximately  2 degrees*  Observa- 
tion of  the  object  for  approximately  10  minutes  without  moving 
the  scope  is  quite  possible. 

4*  Information  regarding  the  vertical  temperature  gradient  at 
Port-au-Prince  at  the  time  of  the  sighting  is  not  available; 
however,  the  general  description  of  the  weather,  as  provided  in 
the  report,  indicates  the  probability  of  a temperature  inversion* 
At  the  lower  elevations  the  effects  of  inversions  tend  to  increase 
the  distortion  of  astronomical  objects  by  the  atmosphere*  These 
Objects  are  flattened  and  dispersion  effects  cause  them  to  appear 
lul ti-colored*  Often  objects  viewed  under  these  conditions  aooear 
zo  Jump  around  and/or  to  nove  radially*  Turthar,  nhese  cooditions 
^ften  cause  them  to  appear  to  ascend  rapidly  just  at  the  moment  of 
meeting.  Xa  tais  si go ting  bad  seeing  was  probaoiy  a ooq tributiag 
f 1C tor*  Xa  these  cases  atmospheric  tremors  are  magnified  as  veil 
as  the  images. 
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, At  the  tiM  of  the  si;3;htiai<  the  bright  it:ir  Alpha  /lri<co 
\3pica>,  I»2,  iraa  only  approsijiac»7ly  >ne  half  .le^r^e 

{’liim  aOjCuXar  diameter  of  the  .11000)  from  /^aue.  iiioui$h  the  opti- 
cal equipmeat  used  by  the  .vltnesm  could  r<;^eoive  these  two  obJect3> 
it  13  pOMible  that  due  to  ataioapheric  conditions  dpica  7as  a cou- 
«:rlbutlag  factor.  Spica  Just  to  the  left  xnd  above  7eaus  at 
the  time  of  the  sightlo?. 


6.  Yeous  at  the  time  of  the  sighting  had  a nagnitude  of  -3«i 
and  warn  by  far  the  brightest  object  in  the  sky,  the  moon  having 
3et  41  minutes  earlier  at  18b4«  As  viewed  from  the  earth  .511 
o(  the  planet *s  surface  was  illualnated,  presenting  an  effect 
similar  to  the  noon  Just  before  the  last  quarter.  Coupled  with 
atmospheric  effects  this  apparent  distortion  could  have  been  a 
contributing  factor. 


? , 


1 % 


7.  It  is  concluded  that  the  misideDtif ication  of  the  planet  Venus 
’798  the  cause  for  the  0?0  sighting  which  occurred  at  Port -au-?ri ace 
Haiti  on  30  August  1963.  Atmospheric  effects  '.7hich  distorted  the 
planet,  the  apparent  nearness  of  the  star  Spica  to  the  planet  aad 
uaf amlllarity  of  the  witness  with  astronomical  objects  were  pro*, 
bably  contributing  factors. 


3.  This  U?0  sighting  does  not  con 
the  security  of  the  United  States. 


hreat  co 


308 


CCIUfA3fDEa 


EDWAED  a.  TfaH 
Colonel,  USAF 
Deputy  for  Science 
and  Components 
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